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The Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum, the Consulate General of Italy in Mumbai and the Istituto 

Italiano di Cultura di Mumbai are pleased to present L’invenzione della luce - the invention 

of light: Caravaggio's ‘Magdalene in Ecstasy’. 

This landmark exhibition is the first time a work by Caravaggio is being shown in Mumbai. It 

offers the public in Mumbai a rare opportunity to encounter the genius of Michelangelo 

Merisi da Caravaggio (1571–1610), a towering figure of the Baroque era whose work 

continues to speak with extraordinary relevance to the contemporary viewer. With his 

visceral realism, revolutionary use of light, and ability to portray the human condition in 

moments of profound emotion, Caravaggio remains one of the most arresting and modern 

voices in art history. 

“It is a light that does not simply illuminate, but reveals: divine ecstasy and human fragility,”  

said the Consul General of Italy, Walter Ferrara. Reflecting on the significance of the 

exhibition for Mumbai, he added, “Bringing this extraordinary event to Mumbai means 

recognizing the Indian metropolis not only as a vibrant economic hub but as a cultural 

beacon capable of embracing and amplifying the human drama immortalized by that 

chiaroscuro.” 

Curated by Andrea Anastasio, Director of the Italian Embassy Cultural Centre in New Delhi, 

and Tasneem Zakaria Mehta, Managing Trustee and Director of the Dr. Bhau Daji Lad 

Museum, one of the city’s leading cultural institutions, deeply involved in the curatorship, 

design, and installation of the show. The initiative is coordinated by the Istituto Italiano di 

Cultura of Mumbai, which oversees the overall organisational effort. 

“We are honoured to present this iconic work of Caravaggio at the city’s oldest Museum and 

to place it in dialogue with the celebrated Maharashtrian artist M.V. Dhurandhar.” Tasneem 

Zakaria Mehta said, continuing, “The exhibition offers visitors a rare opportunity to witness 

two artistic worlds converge, both exploring the theme of devotion. It highlights cross 

cultural connections, the influence of European art movements on Indian artists over 

generations, and the ways in which these influences were adapted to Indian themes.”  

Andrea Anastasio noted, “Recently rediscovered after centuries of obscurity, this intimate 

and profoundly moving work is now presented to the public of Mumbai. Depicting Mary 

Magdalene in a moment of rapture and repentance, the painting reveals Caravaggio at his 

most introspective — where inner surrendering and human vulnerability meet in a single 

breath, the artist’s unmistakable tension between darkness and revelation, suffering and 

abeyance. This exhibition celebrates not only the return of a lost treasure but also the 

enduring power of Caravaggio’s vision: his ability to make the sacred pulse with life, and to 

transform ecstasy into light itself.” 

Reflecting on the significance of this exceptional exhibition, Francesca Amendola, Director 

of the Istituto Italiano di Cultura di Mumbai, said: 

“Caravaggio’s contemporaneity lies in his innate ability to engage and resonate with the 

sensibilities of audiences around the world. Bringing Magdalene in Ecstasy to the Dr. Bhau 

Daji Lad Museum in Mumbai, in dialogue with paintings by M.V. Dhurandhar, reflects how 



art today helps deepen mutual understanding between cultures. We hope this event will 

pave the way for future collaborations in art, restoration, and museum studies.” 

"This exhibition offers a unique opportunity to immerse yourself in the world of one of the 

greatest artists of all time, in the splendid setting of Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum in Mumbai, 

and is also an extraordinary occasion to bring together the great artistic cultures of Italy and 

India, in the name of values of dialogue and peace” commented Pietro Folena, president of 

MetaMorfosi cultural association. 

The artwork Magdalene in Ecstasy, painted around 1606, depicts Mary Magdalene in 

spiritual transcendence, in a moment of divine rapture. Believed lost for centuries, the 

painting’s whereabouts remained unknown following Caravaggio’s turbulent final years. It 

resurfaced in 2014 and was authenticated as an original masterpiece by a team of art 

historians, including the renowned Italian scholar Mina Gregori. 

Renowned for his dramatic use of chiaroscuro, Caravaggio transformed the visual language 

of Baroque art through his emotive realism. Though often described as a realist, ‘theatrical’ 

may better capture the essence of his art. His realism lay not in faithful representation, but 

in the ability to distill a pivotal moment into a single, electrifying image.  

Caravaggio’s painting is presented in conjunction with early twentieth century artworks by 

renowned Indian artist Rao Bahadur Mahadev Vishwanath Dhurandhar, depicting a story 

from Hindu mythology. It expresses emotional love as a metaphor for spiritual love, similar 

to the theme of the Caravaggio painting. Though separated by centuries and geography, 

both artists explore themes of devotion and transcendence. 

Mahadev Vishwanath Dhurandhar (1867–1944), a prominent Maharashtrian artist, 

beautifully captures Usha’s devotion to Aniruddha, who is considered an avatar of Lord 

Krishna, through sringara rasa, which goes beyond mere love to explore themes of intense 

longing, spiritual surrender and divine epiphany. Dhurandhar’s portrayal of Usha contrasts 

sharply with the intense visceral emotion seen in Caravaggio’s depiction of Magdalene. 

Usha’s emotions are rendered with a graceful restraint, composure and idealized 

expressions commonly associated with Neoclassical painting. 

We would like to acknowledge the support of the following for the exhibition:  

Supporting Partner: Associazione Culturale MetaMorfosi 

Principal Donors: Bajaj Beyond, Jamshyd and Pheroza Godrej 

Additional Support: DAG 

 

About the Curators: 

Andrea Anastasio studied art history and oriental studies at La Sapienza University in Rome 

and at I.S.M.E.O. Later he obtained his M.A.in philosophy in Venice, at Ca’ Foscari University. 

Throughout the '80s and '90s he traveled extensively in India, studying Indian art history and 

philosophy. He worked at the cataloguing of Islamic architecture in India for UNESCO and at 

the publication of the teaching of J. Krishnamurti at the K.F.I. Foundation in Madras. In the 

same years he collaborated on several projects with the architectural firm Rahul Mehrotra & 

Associates-Bombay. He works on identifying and cataloguing craft and building techniques 

in the rural areas of India.He designs for Italian companies such as Artemide, Memphis-



Milan, Danese and Foscarini, connoting his projects of hybridizations of the industrial 

production processes with craft procedures and by the use of handmade materials that are 

then industrially finished. Since 2002 his work has focused on manipulating objects and 

materials of domestic usage and consumer-goods. 

By making objects, pictures, drawings, books and videos, his research focuses on 

temporality, fragility of human condition, on the definition of reality. He approaches 

domestic space as the privileged stage where the contradictions of human existence can be 

evoked and re-enacted. In India, he has published two books with TARA Books. 

He has won the Best Light Design of the year at Salone-Milano in 2016, and the USA Design 

Press Best Light of the Year in 2017 and 2024. In 2020, he won the Italian Council. In 2005, 

he was the Artist in Residence at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum - Boston - USA. Since 

2018 he is the art director of Bottega Gatti. His works have been exhibited internationally 

and are in permanent collections in USA and European museums.Since November 2023, he 

is chiarafama director of the Italian Embassy Culture Centre in New Delhi. 

Tasneem Zakaria Mehta, Managing Trustee and Director, is an art historian, curator, 

designer, conservationist, and cultural activist. She is the former Vice Chairman and Mumbai 

Convenor of Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) and has 

successfully pioneered the revival and restoration of several cultural sites in Mumbai. She 

conceptualized, curated, designed, and implemented the restoration and revitalization of 

the Museum, which won UNESCO’s 2005 Asia Pacific Award of Excellence for Cultural 

Restoration. She serves on the Modern and Contemporary Art Councils at both The Museum 

of Modern Art (MoMA), New York, and The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, and is a 

member of Asia Society India Centre’s Advisory Council for Arts and Culture. She was the 

past Chair of the CII National Committee on Art and Culture, has curated and presented over 

20 exhibitions of contemporary and historical art, and has been invited to speak at the 

World Economic Forum in Davos. She has served on several national museum boards and is 

a founding trustee of the Kochi Muziris biennale. 

Her latest book – ‘Mumbai- A City Through Objects’, 101 stories from the Dr. Bhau Daji Lad 

Museum' was co-published by Harper Design and released in May 2022 to mark the 

Museum’s 150th Anniversary, has won several awards including Art Book of the Year. 

 

About Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum 

The Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum is Mumbai’s oldest museum, established in 1857, and is the 

erstwhile Victoria and Albert Museum, Bombay. The Museum building has been recently 

renovated by the Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai, and was opened to the public 

by the Honourable Chief Minister, Shri Devendra Fadnavis on January 8, 2025. In 2003 the 

Municipal Corporation set up a public trust to manage and promote the Museum through a 

pioneering public-private partnership. At the same time, the Museum building and 

collections underwent a comprehensive, UNESCO-Award winning restoration, that was 

spearheaded by the Museum Director, Tasneem Zakaria Mehta and supported by the 

Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai and the Jamnalal Bajaj Foundation. It opened to 

the public in 2008, and has pioneered the promotion of contemporary art and design which 

is presented in the extraordinary 19th-century building, one of the finest in India, in an 



attempt to rethink obsolete notions and challenge colonial and European enlightenment 

precepts. 

The Museum was built to showcase the city’s modern art and craftsmanship of the 19th and 

early 20th centuries through a rare collection of fine and decorative arts of India. It has an 

extraordinary documentation through small sculptural figurines of life in the 19th century 

especially showcasing the erstwhile Bombay Presidency. It also has a unique rare book 

collection.  

The Museum’s robust exhibition and outreach programme invites artists and experts to 

engage with the collections and archives to bring new readings to both. Over 85 exhibitions 

have been presented, over the past 15 years. These include collaborations with both local 

and international institutions and organisations. Past exhibitions have showcased creative 

practices in contemporary art and design, crafts and textiles, architecture, urbanism, and 

film and video art. To mark its 150th anniversary in 2022, the Museum brought out a book 

titled ‘Mumbai: A City Through Objects, 101 Stories from the Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum’, 

edited by the Director, Tasneem Zakaria Mehta. The book was co-published with Harper 

Design, Harper Collins’ new design imprint, and has won several awards. 

 

 

 

 

The exhibition is on view at: 

Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum, Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Botanical Udyan and Zoo (Rani Bagh), 

91-A, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Road, Byculla (E), Mumbai – 400027 

Timings: 10 am to 5:30 pm | Closed all Wednesdays and certain public holidays 

Museum entry tickets applicable  

For more information about the Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai City Museum, please 

visit www.bdlmuseum.org 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bdlmuseum/ 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BDLMuseum 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/BDLMuseum 

Contact: +91 22 23741234 / +91 9694823440 

For press enquiries, please contact:  

Ruchika Jain (Curator (Outreach), BDL Museum): rjain@bdlmuseum.org; 

enquiry@bdlmuseum.org 

http://www.bdlmuseum.org/
https://www.instagram.com/bdlmuseum/
http://www.facebook.com/BDLMuseum
https://twitter.com/BDLMuseum
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