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Family Resemblances: Sir J.J. School and the Search for a Modern Indian Idiom

Curated by: Mortimer Chatterjee and Tasneem Zakaria Mehta

Exhibition on view from August 30 — October 20, 2026.
Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum, Byculla, Mumbai

Exhibited artists:

Rustom Siodia (1881 - 1946)
Cumi Dallas (1907 - 1973)
Homi N. Dallas (1905 - 1993)

Press Release:

Through the lives and work of three members of one family - Rustom Siodia, his daughter
Cumi Dallas, and her husband Homi Dallas - the exhibition examines three distinct attempts
to formulate a modern Indian idiom in art and architecture. Each was connected to the Sir J.J.
institutions, and each responded differently to the idea of the modern in Indian art and culture
during a period shaped first by colonial rule and then by its aftermath in a newly independent
nation.

Considered together, their careers reveal the Sir J.J. schools as sites where divergent ideas
about Indian modernity were brought to the fore. The exhibition takes on a particular
resonance at the Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum, which is the custodian of objects made by
students and alumni of the Sir J.J. School of Art, including works by Rustom Siodia. The
histories of the Museum and the School are therefore closely intertwined as the curator of the
Museum was also the Principal of the School.

After his initial training at the Sir J.J. School of Art in the first decade of the twentieth
century, Rustom Siodia (1881-1946) became one of the earliest Indian students, and the first
Parsi, to study at the Royal Academy in London. Returning to India in 1913, he established a
successful career as a painter working principally in the style of academic realism. He
received numerous private and public commissions, while his writings allowed him to
intervene directly in contemporary arguments around artistic education and practice. In 1929,
he was one of a select group of former students and artists associated with Sir J.J.
commissioned to execute murals for the Imperial Secretariat buildings in New Delhi.

Cumi Dallas (1907-1973) attended the Sir J.J. School of Art in the early 1930s and
developed her practice through the Bombay Revivalist tradition associated with teachers
including Jagannath Ahivasi. Drawing upon classical Indian cultural sources, her training
differed markedly from that of her father. Dallas sustained an active career after her marriage
and held various positions in Bombay’s art societies. She served as president of the Art
Society of India in the early 1960s and, in so doing, provides evidence of the long
institutional influence of artists trained in the Revivalist tradition.

Homi N. Dallas (1905-1993), an architect trained at the Sir J.J. School of Architecture,
actively pursued the question of Indian expression through his professional practice and his
involvement in architectural education. In 1948, he co-founded Parelkar & Dallas, which



became a firm of considerable standing in Bombay. He was elected president of the Indian
Institute of Architects on three separate occasions, occupying a central position within the
profession across several decades. Dallas also taught at Sir J.J. and is remembered as a
teacher by students who attended the College of Architecture during the middle decades of
the twentieth century.

The family resemblance at the heart of the exhibition lies in three related attempts to

negotiate inheritance and cosmopolitan training in order to define modern Indian expression
in the spheres of art and architecture.

The exhibition is on view at: Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum, Veermata Jijabai Bhosale
Botanical Udyan and Zoo (Rani Bagh), 31-A, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Road, Byculla (E),
Mumbai — 400027

Timings: 10 am to 5:30 pm | Closed all Wednesdays and certain public holidays

Museum entry tickets applicable.

For further enquiries, please contact: Nishtha Dani (ndani@bdlmuseum.org /
enquiry@bdlmuseum.org) Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum, Mumbai
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